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southwards to Peshawar, and through the Dir district
eastwards to Kashmir. The new Mehtar, Shuja-ul-Mulk,
became a British pensioner, receiving an annual subsidy
of 12,000 rupees, besides 8000 per annum in return for
the loss of revenue derived from the Khushwaktis district,
which was now detached from Chitral. At the durbar
held in the capital by Sir George Eobertson (September
1895) it was announced that State affairs would be left
to the Mehtar, assisted by three headmen and the advice
of the Political Agent. Traffic in slaves and murderous
outrages were strictly forbidden, while the principality
was promised security from foreign aggression by the
British garrison. At the same time the Baraul Valley
towards Kafiristan was transferred to the Khan of Dir, and
Bajaur farther south left under tribal rule, arrangements
however being made for the improvement of the roads
and bridges along all the main lines of communication.

Captain Younghusband, who in 1893 accompanied
a political mission to the district, speaks favourably of
Chitral: " It is a delightful country to be stationed in,
if it were only not so much cut off from civilisation.
The people are a hardy, cheery group of mountaineers,
who delight in polo, sport, and shows of any kind. The
climate is delightful, and the mountains, though not
wooded like those of Kashmir, have patches of forest on
many of their slopes, and the villages in the valley
bottoms are crowded with fruit trees." The culminating
point is the twin-peaked Tirich Mir (25,000 feet),
which fills up the head of the Kunar valley at a
distance of about 3 0 miles from the settled parts.

East of Upper Chitral lie Yasin and Gilgit, the latter
of which during the last few years has been the site of a
British residency under Major Biddulph. This officer
was here stationed on the Kashmir frontier with a view
to control the tribes occupying a district of some strategic